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Your Committee:- 

 

Peter Vallance              Chairman 

Richard Heyes   Vice Chairman 

Pat Rawlings   Secretary  

    

Chris Macro   Vice Secretary 

Terry Furlonger  Treasurer 

Margaret Wall   Home Visitor Co-ordinator 

Jean Sawyer   Committee Member 

Leigh Furlonger  Committee Member 

Brenda Griffin   Committee Member 

 

With the assistance of  Mark & Anna Carpenter – continued help with marketing material 

    Ralph Taylor – help with the website 

 

Hello to everybody – Our users, volunteers and those interested in and supportive of our charity 

 

 It seems difficult to believe that we are coming to the end of yet another year. So what has your 

committee been up to? 

The most significant development was the decision to hand over the future “Home Visiting” part 

of our activities to Engage Befriending, now part of the Mustard Tree Foundation. This 

foundation already operates a number of charitable activities in the Reading Area. Engage 

Befriending is a Reading wide scheme dedicated to connecting isolated older people with their 

local neighbourhood. Our existing Home Visitors will continue to visit those for whom they are 

already in contact, but new referrals, and potential new volunteers interested in visiting are being 

put into contact with  

The Mustard Tree Foundation.  This is based at  

First Floor  

90 London St. 

Reading RG1 4SJ       Tel 01189 567000 

 

 

 



 

 

Katherine Shepherd has been appointed as the Central Coordinator and Shelia Cox, as the 

Regional Coordinator for the Caversham area. One of the advantages that they can offer over our 

old scheme, is in the provision of proper preparation and training, which we were not able to 

provide. 

 

This does raise a couple of points arising from our last committee meeting. The first is that ideally all 

drivers should have had some First Aid training just in case an emergency should arise, and the 

second is that, in such a situation, CGN should have details of our passenger’s next of kin. The 

office staff will endeavour to collect the latter information, and in due course, details will be 

circulated to Drivers of available First Aid courses, any costs being borne by CGN. 

 

We could say that 2013 has brought Good News and Bad News. The Good News is that we are 

becoming much better known (even though one of our local councillors had not heard of us). 

This has resulted in requests being about double that of a couple of years ago. The Bad News is 

that the number of Drivers has not doubled at the same time! We will be having an article in the 

Caversham Bridge, which will point out our need but, if you hear of anyone who has recently 

retired, and has time on their hands, put them in contact with us. We do have leaflets in the office 

for this purpose and anyone who knows of a venue where they think a well placed leaflet might 

help, should pick one up and arrange for it to be displayed. Another problem is the difficulty of 

getting hold of the Drivers, we do have.  We are only accessible for two hours a day, although 

volunteers often stay on to clear a backlog We have two Office volunteers on duty on the busier 

days, and have purchased a mobile phone so that one volunteer can take incoming calls whilst 

the other tries to find a driver. We are currently training Drivers to access the list of outstanding 

requests and then book themselves for any request they can accept. 

 

Some of you will know that we had another successful Get Together in October, with about 30 of 

the volunteers attending. Plenty of good food was consumed and there was plenty of good social 

interaction, possibly aided by a glass or two of wine! 

 

We are planning another Readibus outing on December 4th, so if any of our clients would like to 

join the outing, let Brenda Griffin, Pat Rawlings, or the office know. 

 

Can I take this opportunity of reminding you of the date of the AGM which will be on Friday 

17th January 2014. Unfortunately, this is the only day we could book the room. Anyone who 

would like to join the committee should let us know. I`m sure there are some of us who would 

like a rest!! 

 

Finally may I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and A healthy (and wealthy?) New Year, and 

thank all the volunteers both in the office and the drivers, who have made sure that we nearly 

always manage to meet every request successfully. 

 

Peter Vallance - Chairman 

                                 

              



          
 


