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Hello to everybody!! 
 
Here is another attempt to keep everyone up-to-date with what your Committee has been up 
to for the last six months. 
 
As those who attended the AGM will know, Jill Rumble, our long serving Treasurer, stood down 
and has been succeeded by Terry Furlonger.   Stuart Sutcliffe, who was co-opted during the 
year decided not to stand again and we recruited Chris Macro to replace him.   In addition, 
Margaret Wall offered to join the Committee, although she could not attend the AGM or our 
first meeting this year, but more of that later. 
 
Now we are officially a Charity, we have produced Gift Aid Forms, which can be filled in by 
anyone donating funds to us.  This includes both those who use the service and make 
contributions in the envelopes, and our drivers who do not claim, all, or some, of their mileage 
allowance.  We can reclaim all the tax element of these donations from HMRC.  Incidentally, 
HMRC recently raised the maximum allowable mileage allowance to 45p and we agreed to 
increase our mileage allowance accordingly.  I am not sure that this has caught up with the cost 
of fuel and other car expenses, but at least it helps! 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
Those of you, who are computer users, may have had the chance to view the website, (set up 
with the help of Mark Carpenter and Edge Consulting).  If you have, I am sure that you will be as 
impressed as the Committee were, with how professional it appears.  It has already helped to 
recruit a few more volunteers.  Amongst these, I am pleased to say, are more who are prepared 
to be Home Visitors, an area in which we have been short handed.  As a result, so far, we have 
only been able to react to requests for help.  We are hoping to be more proactive, and this is 
why I asked Margaret Wall, as one of our long standing Visitors, to take over the Co-ordinators 
role, as an additional member of the Committee.  I have asked Richard and the existing and 
prospective Visitors, to join me at my house on the 8th June at 8 pm, to discuss what we might 
be able to manage.  If there is anyone else who would like to be involved in the discussions, let 
Pat or I know. 
 
Talking of volunteers, many of you will know that we lost one of our long standing stalwarts 
recently, with the death of Ray Williams.   He was always willing to help out and even when he 
himself had to call on our services, he was still assuring us he would soon be back to help.  He 
was a big man in more than just stature. 
 
On a happier note, we have just been given a second hand computer (which has frightened 
some of our office volunteers).  As a result a small sub-committee of Pat, Chris and Leigh has 
been set up to see how we might sensibly make use of it.  If they are successful in their 
endeavours, and they are able to devise an appropriate system which will make life easier, the 
next step will be to trial the system.  If that seems to work, everyone who works in the office 
will have full training to ensure they are happy to use it, before it goes into operation. We may 
even have to run the two systems together until we are sure all is well.  So please do not feel 
frightened or threatened, if, like most of us, computers are something that you don’t know too 
much about.  Your Chairman, who has occasionally had to stand in, in the office, will certainly 
need training!! 
 
Some of you may have found that our office is being shared these days.  Mike Sarson, the 
brother of Pauline Poulden, one of our volunteers, has asked whether he could make use of the 
office during the afternoons, while we are not using it.  He runs a small charity, called East West 
Detox, which helps people with problems-anxiety depression etc.  He already uses Church 
House, but needed somewhere to keep records and equipment, interview his volunteers and 
catch up with paperwork.  To keep it in the family, we will recruit him as one of our visitors, and 
he has offered his services to anyone we feel might need his help. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Can I remind you that, following the positive response to the shared lunch/get together, we 
held last year, we plan to hold another one, on the 9th October in Church House, 12 – 2.00 pm.  
Please put this in your diaries, so that we can look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.  
Pat will be asking everyone nearer the day what their contributions will be.  
 
We are still doing our best to raise our profile in Caversham, and will be appearing at a couple 
of Fetes during the summer.  Pat has already staffed the Fete on Mapledurham Playing Fields, 
but we also need help at the Caversham, Thameside and Mapledurham Church Fete in 
Caversham Court on the 14th July.  If we have a good crew, we can raise our profile, recruit a 
few more potential volunteers and there will be time for everyone to enjoy the Fete itself.  I 
have also asked Reg Edwards, one of our new volunteers and ex the BBC Monitoring Centre, to 
act as a sort of PRO.  We are still unknown to far too many people.  One of our new volunteers, 
who had to attend the RBH following a hip operation a few years ago, said that she would have 
dearly loved to make use of our services, if only she had known about us. 
 
Finally on a personal note, I realised a few years ago that it was getting on for 60 years since I 
took my driving test.  I was taught by my father and he had never taken a test.  I don’t quite go 
back to the man in front with a red flag, but maybe I had acquired a lot of bad driving habits 
over the years.  So spotting an article in the Chronicle, I enrolled on a course at the Bramshill 
Police College organised by RoADAR TVG (ROSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders Thames Valley 
Group).  This consisted of 4 x 3 hour lectures by a Police Driving Instructor; followed by up to 12 
one hour sessions with an experienced driver as tutor and mentor, followed by a one hour test 
(the test is optional).  They basically teach you the system taught to police drivers.  I also 
realised that the Highway Code is a lot larger (even though the section on signals from the 
drivers of horses and carts has disappeared) and did you know there is a separate booklet of 
144 pages, just for road signs?  No neither did I.  I felt I benefitted from the experience. 
Recently the Group asked me to remind folk of their existence, so here you are!  If you think a 
refresher course might be a good idea, contact RoADAR TV Group at 7 Angel Mead, 
Woolhampton RG& 5SJ or ring 07960975343. 
 
I and the Committee hope to see a lot of you in October!! 
 
Peter Vallance - Chairman  


